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ABSTRACT
This study outlines intimate partner violence and contraceptive use among married women in
South-South Nigeria. Attempt was made to investigate association between intimate partner
violence and use of contraception among married women in south-south Nigeria. This study
utilized secondary data. Secondary data were extracted from 2013, Nigeria Demographic and
Health Survey (NDHS) dataset. Out of the 38,948 women interviewed, this study employed sample
of the 4,932 women representing the number of married women in South-South Nigeria. The
analysis were done in two stages of univariate and bivariate analysis. The result showed that
almost all the married women use contraceptive which indicated that contraceptive use varies
significantly by age of married women, education, place of resident, wealth status and occupation.
The study concluded that married women who have ever experienced sexual violence are more
likely to adopt contraception than married women whose experienced physical violence and
emotional violence.
Introduction
Intimate partner violence as a confrontation between family or household members that typically involve
physical abuse, sexual abuse or fear of physical harm (Ndhs, 2013). The World Health Organization (2006)
defines intimate partner violence as “the intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or actual,
against oneself, another person, or against a group or community that either results in or has a high
likelihood of resulting in injury, death, psychological harm, or deprivation”. Studies showed that women in
urban center report experience intimate partner violence than counterpart in rural area. Intimate partner
violence has become global concern and affects millions of women each year and has been recognized as a
leading cause for poor health, disability, and death among women of reproductive age.
Specifically, within the Nigeria intimate partner violence cut across all socioeconomic and cultural
background, 19% of women in South-South have been victims of Intimate Partner Violence (Ndhs, 2013).
Many countries in the world now formulate policy to reduce intimate partner violence to barely minimum if
not totally eradicated. Sources note that there is no national law on intimate partner violence in Nigeria.
Sources reported that the violence against persons (prohibition) (VAPP) bill was passed in the House of
Representatives in 2013 but remains before the Senate awaiting approval. The bill which covers domestic
and gender-based violence also include more comprehensive definition of rape, harsher sentences for rape
and other sexual offences, compensation for rape victims, institution protection for further abuse through
restraining order and a new fund to support the rehabilitation of victims of violence. State government
within the Nigeria are not left behind in formulate policy to tackle intimate partner violence against women.
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Data and Methods
This study used data from the Nigeria Demography and Health Survey (NDHS) data set of 2013. NDHS is
the nationally representative stratified, self-weighting probability sample of women age 15-49 years.
Sample design in the collection of NDHS data involved multi stage sampling techniques. The procedure
involved the division of the country into state. Each state was sub-divided into local government areas
(LGAs) and each LGA was divided into localities and each locality was further sub-divided into different
census enumeration area (EAs). Each EA was classified as urban and rural based on a defining criterion,
where individual household were randomly sampled and successfully interviewed (NPC and ORC Marcro
2013). Out of total numbers of 38,948 omen of reproductive age 15-49 interviewed in NDHS, 2013. The
study makes use of information on the 4,932 women representing the number of married women in SouthSouth Nigeria.
Data analysis
Stata version 12 would be used for data analysis. The analysis would be in two stages. The first is the
univariate analysis in which distribution of respondents will be presented according to background variable.
The second stage is the bivariate analysis in which two variables are considered at a time. The relationship
between variable are established and the statistical significance of such variable is tested. The chi-square
test would be used in this stage. Frequency will be run for all the variables to know the frequency and
percentage distribution of each of the variables. Chi-square test is applied where the variable are
categorical. The variable to be used are categorical in nature such as age, education, place of resident,
wealth index and so on.
Data analysis plan
Univariate analysis involved Percentage distribution of respondents’ socio-demography factors, Percentage
distribution of intimate partner violence and Percentage distribution of contraceptive use.
Bivariate analysis involved, Cross tabulation of socio-demography factors against intimate partner violence
in South-South Nigeria, Cross tabulation of socio-demography factors against contraceptive use and cross
tabulation of intimate partner violence against contraceptive use.
Results
This section presents the analysis of socio-demography characteristic of respondent and other variables that
are important to the study. In particular socio-demography characteristics of married women in SouthSouth Nigeria and these might influence contraceptive use. Information on a total number of 4,942 married
women in South-South was analyzed.
Distribution of respondents by socio-demographic characteristics
The distribution of respondent’s socio-demographic characteristics as presented in table below shown that
majority of the respondents (20.90%) are in age group 15-19 years which implied that married women tend
to be younger, (18.21%) are within the age 25-29, (17.56%) are within the age20-24, (13.78%) are within
the age 30-34, (12.41%) are within the age 35-39,(8.81%) are within the age 40-44 while (8.32%) are
within age 45-49.More than half (57.56%) of respondents had secondary education, 23.15% had primary
education, (14.24%) had tertiary education while (5.05%) had no education. With regard to occupation
majority (33.23%) of the respondents were not working while (7.69%) engaged in professional, (1.38%)
were into clerical, (28.23%) were into sales, (2.15%) were into agriculture self- employ, (13.40%) were
employed into agriculture,(8.01%) were into services,(5.24%) were into skilled manual and (0.01%) were
into unskilled manual. In term of place of residence, more than half (61.30%) of respondents lives in rural
area while (38.70%) lives in urban center. Wealth status measure by wealth index, majority (34.81%) of
respondents were within richest index, (32.08%) were within richer index, 24.20% were within middle
index,8.47% were within poorer index while 0.43% were within poorest index.
Age
15-19

Region (South –South)
1032.99

Percentage
20.90%
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20-24

867.95

17.56%

25-29

900.06

18.21%

30-34

681.30

13.78%

35-39

613.33

12.41%

40-44

435.34

8.81%

45-49

411.37

8.32%

Total

4942.33

100%

Education

Region (South- South)

Percentage

No education

249.42

5.05%

Primary

1144.38

23.15%

Secondary

2844.63

57.56%

Higher

703.90

14.24%

Total

4942.33

100%

Region (South-South)

Percentage

Occupation
Not working

1633.97

33.23%

Professional/Technical

377.96

7.69%

Clerical

67.68

1.38%

Sales

1388.43

28.23%

Agricultural self-employ

105.92

2.15%

Agricultural employ

658.80

13.40%

Services

393.80

8.01%

Skilled manual

257.90

5.24%

0.54

0.01%

Unskilled manual
Others

0.95

0.02%

Total

4917.49

100%

Place of resident

Region (South-South)

Percentage

Urban

1912.89

38.70%

Rural

3029.44

61.30%
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Total
Wealth status
Poorest

4942.33

100%

Region (South-South)

Percentage

21.37

0.43%

Poorer

418.84

8.47%

Middle

1196.12

24.20%

Richer

1585.49

Richest

1720.51

Total

32.08%
34.81%

4942.33

100%

Table1 Sources Author’s work 2016(Data from the 2013 NDHS)
Distribution of respondents by intimate partner violence
The table below presented the distribution of married women in South-South Nigeria, majority (84.76%) of
respondents reported that they did not experience any physical violence while (15.24%) experienced any
physical violence. More than half (74.86%) of respondent reported that they did not experience any
emotional violence while 25.1% experienced any emotional violence. Almost (94.15%) reported that they
did not experience any sexual violence while (5.85%) experienced any sexual violence.
Experienced any physical violence

Region (South-South)

Percentage

No

2,083.79

84.76%

Yes

374.55

15.24 %

Total

2,458.34

Experienced any emotional violence

Region (South-South)

100%
Percentage

No

1,839.20

74.86%

Yes

617.68%

25.14%

Total

2,456.89

100%

Experience any sexual violence
No

Region (South-South)

Percentage

2,308.95%

94.15%

Yes

143.52%

5.85%

Total

2,452.47

100%

Table2 Sources Author’s work 2016(Data from the 2013 NDHS)
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Distribution of respondents by contraceptive use
The table below shown distribution of married women in South-South Nigeria contraceptive use by
method, majority (80.81%) of respondents reported that they use contraceptive methods such folkloric,
traditional and modern method while (19.19%) use no method
Contraceptive use by method

Region (South-South)

Percentage

No method

948.65

19.19%

Use method

3,993.684

80.81 %

Total

4,942.33

100%

Table3 Sources Author’s work 2016(Data from the 2013 NDHS)

Bivariate analysis
This section presents the result of
bivariate
relationship between respondent socio-demographic
characteristics, intimate partner violence and outcome variable (contraceptive use). The relationship
between socio-demographic characteristics, intimate partner violence and contraceptive use among married
women in South-South Nigeria. The analysis was done using cross tabulation as well as chi-square. Chisquare was used to test significant between contraceptive use, intimate partner violence and sociodemographic characteristics. A p-value of less than or equal to 0.05indicate that the independent variable is
significant related to the outcome.
Relationship between contraceptive use and socio-demographic characteristic of married women in
South-South Nigeria
The relationship between contraceptive use and age of married women in South- South Nigeria was
presented in the table below. The result showed that there is relationship between contraceptive use and age
of married women in South-South Nigeria (p<0.05). 89% of married women within the age 15-19 use
contraceptive while 11% did not use contraceptive,72% within the age 20-24 years use contraceptive while
28% did not use, 76% within age 25-29 use contraceptive while 24% did not use, 79% within age 30-34
years use contraceptive while 21% did not use,84% within the age 35-39 years use contraceptive while
16% did not use, 82% within age 40-44 years use contraceptive while 18% did not use and 88% with the
age 45-49 use contraceptive while 12% did not use.
Following relationship between contra ceptive use and education. Finding from the study shown that there
is relationship between contraceptive use and education of married women in South-South Nigeria p<0.05.
95% of married women in South-South Nigeria whose use contraceptive had no education while 0.5% with
no education did not use contraceptive, 85% with primary education use contraceptive while 15% with
primary education did not use, 80% with secondary education use contraceptive while 20% with secondary
education did not use contraceptive and 72% with higher education use contraceptive while 18% with
higher education did not use contraceptive.
Religion is also important indicator that was examined with contraceptive use. The result showed that there
is no relationship between contraceptive use and religion practiced by married women in South-South
Nigeria p>0.05(p= 0.3676).79% of married women in South-South Nigeria attended catholic church use
contraceptive while 21% who attended catholic church did not use contraceptive,81% who attended other
churches use contraceptive while 19% who attended other churches did not use contraceptive,80% who
practiced Islam use contraceptive while 20% who practiced Islam did not use contraceptive and 94% who
practiced traditional religion use contraceptive while 0.6% who practiced traditional religion did not use
contraceptive.
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Occupation was examined with contraceptive use. Finding showed that there is relationship between
contraceptive use and occupation of married women in South-South Nigeria p>0.05( p=0.006).82% of
married women in South-South Nigeria whose use contraceptive were not working while 18% did not use
contraceptive and were not working.80% whose were professional use contraceptive while 20% whose
were professional did not use.69%clerical workers use contraceptive while 31%clerical workers did not use
contraceptive.80% whose were into sales business make use of contraceptive while 20% whose were into
sale did not make use of contraceptive.81% engaged in agricultural - self-employed use of contraceptive
while 19% engaged in agricultural - self-employed did not use of contraceptive. 96%agricultural –
employee use contraceptive while 14% agricultural - employee did not use contraceptive.92% household
and domestic use contraceptive while 0.8% household and domestic did not use contraceptive. 73% whose
were into services use contraceptive while 27% whose were into services did not use contraceptive. 75%
skilled manual workers use contraceptive while 25% skilled manual workers did not use
contraceptive.100% unskilled manual workers use contraceptive and 50% of people engaged in other
occupation use contraceptive while 50% of people engaged in other occupation did not use contraceptive.
Following the relationship between contraceptive use and place of residence. The result showed that there
is relationship between contraceptive use and place of residence of married women in South-South Nigeria
p<0.05(p=0.0166).87% of married women in South-south Nigeria lives in urban center use contraceptive
while 23% lives in urban did not use contraceptive.82% lives in rural area use contraceptive use while 18%
live in rural area did not use contraceptive.
Examine contraceptive use and wealth index. The finding showed that there is relationship between
contraceptive use and wealth index of married women in South-South Nigeria p<0.05.84% poorest married
women in South-South Nigeria use contraceptive while 16% poorest did not use contraceptive. 85%Poorer
use contraceptive while 15% Poorer did not use contraceptive. 86% with in Middle index use
contraceptive while 14% within Middle index did not use contraceptive.79% within Richer index use
contraceptive while 21% within richer index did not use contraceptive and77% within richest index use
contraceptive while 23% within richest index did not use contraceptive.
Contraceptive

Age
15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

18%

12%

Not use

11%

28%

24%

21%

16%

Use

89%

72%

76%

79%

84%

82%

88%

P = 0.0000
______________________________________________________________________________
Contraceptive

Education
No education

Primary

Not use

05%

15%

Use

95%

85%

Secondary
20%
80%

Higher
28%
72%

P = 0.0000
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Contraceptive

Religion
Catholic

Other churches

Islam

Traditional

Not use

21%

19%

20%

06%

Use

79%

81%

80%

94%

P = 0.3676
Contraceptive

Occupation
Not wrk Prof. Cler Sales Ag-self Ag-emp Household Serv. Skill

Not use

18%

20%

31%

20%

19%

Use

82%

80%

69%

80%

81%

14%
86%

08%
92%

Unsk

Oth

27% 25% 0

50%

73% 75% 100% 50%

P = 0.0059
Contraceptive

Place of residence
Urban

Rural

Not use

22%

18%

Use

78%

82%
P = 0.0166

Contraceptive

Wealth index
Poorest

Poorer

Middle

Richer

Richest

Not use

16%

15%

14%

21%

23%

Use

84%

85%

86%

79%

77%

P = 0.0000
Table4Sources Author’s work 2016(Data from the 2013 NDHS)
Relationship between contraceptive use and intimate partner violence among married women in
South-South Nigeria.
The table below shows relationship between contraceptive use and physical violence among married
women in South-South Nigeria. This analysis is very important to be able to know if physical violence
influences contraceptive use among married women in South-South Nigeria. The finding showed that there
is no significant relationship between contraceptive use and physical violence among married women in
South-South Nigeria p>0.05(p=0.4389).85% of married women in South-South Nigeria use contraceptive
and reported experienced any physical violence while 15% did not use contraceptive and reported
experienced any physical violence and 83% use contraceptive and reported experienced any physical
violence while 17% did not use contraceptive and reported experienced any physical violence.
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This analysis is very important to be able to know if emotional violence influences contraceptive use
among married women in South-South Nigeria. There is no significant relationship between contraceptive
use and emotional violence p<0.05(p=0.2957).85% of married women in South-South Nigeria use
contraceptive and reported not experienced any emotional violence while 15% did not use contraceptive
and reported not experienced any emotional violence and 83% use contraceptive and reported experienced
any emotional violence while 17% did not use contraceptive and reported experienced any emotional
violence.
Follow relationship between contraceptive and sexual violence. This analysis is very important to be able to
know if sexual violence influences contraceptive use among married women in South-South Nigeria. There
is significant relationship between contraceptive use and sexual violence among married women in SouthSouth Nigeria p>0.05(p=0.0143).85% of married women in South-South Nigeria use contraceptive and
reported not experienced any sexual violence while 15% not use contraceptive and reported not
experienced any sexual violence and 78% use contraceptive and reported experienced any sexual violence
while 22% not use contraceptive and reported experienced any sexual violence.

Contraceptive

Experienced any physical violence
No

Yes

Not use

15%

17%

Use

85%

83%
P = 0.4537

Contraceptive

Experienced any emotional violence
No

Yes

Not use

15%

17%

Use

85%

83%
P = 0.2960

Contraceptive

experienced any sexual violence
No

Yes

Not use

15%

22%

Use

85%

78%

P = 0.0136
Table5 Sources Author’s work 2016(Data from the 2013 NDHS)
Discussion
This study is to view intimate partner violence and contraceptive use among married women in SouthSouth Nigeria. Finding revealed that almost all married women in South-South Nigeria ever use
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contraceptive. Table5 showed that there is a significant relationship between married women whose
experienced sexual violence and contraceptive use which implied that married women who have ever
experienced sexual violence are more likely to adopt contraception when compare with other married
women whose experienced physical violence and emotional violence.
Strengths of the study include age of married women, education, occupation, place of resident and wealth
index. Table 4 revealed that almost all married women across the reproductive age 15-19(89%), 2024(72%), 25-29(76%), 30-34(79%), 35-39(84%), 40-44(82%) and 45-49(88%) use contraceptive.
Similarly, education and contraceptive is significantly related with the study which implied that almost all
the married women in-respect of education level, no education (95%), primary (85%), secondary (80%) and
higher (72%) use contraceptive. Likewise, the study revealed that there is significant relationship between
occupation and contraceptive use which means that more than half of married women in occupation sectors
from not working (82%), professional (80%), clerical (69%), sales (80%), to skilled (75%) make use of
contraceptive. Also, the table4 revealed that there is significant relationship between place of resident and
contraceptive use. This showed that majority of married women in rural area (82%) and 78% in urban
center make use of contraceptive. This implied that more than half of married women lives in rural area.
Furthermore, married women across the wealth status, poorest (84%), poorer (85%), middle(86%),
richer(79%) and richest(77%) which showed that almost all married women in all wealth index make use of
contraceptive.
Conclusion
The present study revealed that married women in South-South Nigeria whose experienced sexual violence
were more likely to use contraception as compare to counterpart married women whose experienced
physical violence and emotional violence. Health care provider need to be sensitive to the issue of intimate
partner violence while prescribing contraceptive advice.
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